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   Dear Congregation ~ We arrived back in the United States from our  
   Pastoral Exchange to England on our Anniversary, August 19th.  If you  

have never experienced a transatlantic flight, then let me tell you, they are quite an experience. Our thanks goes to 
Delta for knowing what they’re doing & making the skies friendly. Costly, but Friendly.   
   As hard as it is to condense the value of a trip like this to one page, I would still like to share a few insights. 
   There are so many benefits to traveling and experiencing a new culture, and I would encourage each of you to  
prioritize travel whenever possible. During our experience in England, we heard the English language with new  
pronunciations and cultural nuances that were amazing and delightful. Words like Lovely and Brilliant are commonly 
used in endearing ways and will now have, hopefully, become a lasting part of our vocabulary. 
   We spent the first week on vacation in Southern England, taking in the sights of London and Windsor, then took a 
ferry over the channel into Northwest France with a visit to Paris! After a couple of days, we were back to England 
where we enjoyed some day visits to places like Nottingham/Sherwood Forest, Canterbury, Coventry Cathedral, 
Stratford upon Avon and Warwick Castle. Over the several weeks, I entered into a preaching/ pastoral role, with  
various churches on the circuit. To be clear, the English Methodist Church does things a little differently than the 
UMC in America. The pastors in England work on teams of four along with Lay Stewards to make up a circuit.  
The Deventry/ Rugby Circuit, to which I was assigned, is made up of twelve churches. During my time there,  
I would preach at seven of them in just four weeks of service. Each Sunday, the pastors of that circuit preach and  
lead a 10:30am service and a 6:30pm service at two different churches. Because our family focused more on the  
Lutterworth Methodist Church and had pastoral responsibilities in this congregation with host families there, we got 
to know those folks the best. We thank them so much for the BBQ, the receptions, day trips to historical sites, the 
meals, the many cups of Tea and the wonderful hospitality they shared during our stay. Thanks for experimenting 
with our American ways of doing church. We also thank the other churches that were so open and welcoming to our 
visit. It was interesting and a privilege to be the American representatives to Middle England for four weeks. 
   Although, the worship services were handled a little differently while we were there, the people were so friendly 
and open to my style of worship and leadership. Some differences in worship that I observed include: 1) meeting 
with different organists and stewards every week to plan lay involvement and singing 2) no anthems or choir  
(except a praise band at one church) 3) candles are not normally used, but available if requested 4) different hymn 
books (many of the same hymns but with different tunes! 5) creeds are not used regularly 6) pastors wear a Clerical 
Collar to the hospital, always 7) there is no secretary and are no weekly bulletins. Some similarities include:  
1) familiar hymns, 2) lay readers, lay stewards who would pray for me before service and during service  
3) very similar great thanksgivings at communion and styles of communing 4) Christian conversation and               
Discerning of the Holy Spirit’s Guidance 5) Para church ministries 6) social gatherings over tea or fellowship times            
7) God’s Word, Christ and Methodist Theology.  
   Other Insights: I was able to use visual power point in two of the seven churches. We had the opportunity to share 
special music in churches. Meg played piano and sang in four churches, Meg and I played and sang with guitar in 
two churches and Lydia sang in one church her solo, “I Wanna Be Your Hands,” a song she learned in the Kids A 
Flame choir at RBUMC.  Preaching seemed to be well received in England. I was impressed with some of the 
churches desires and their plan to reach out to the non-churched through “messy church,” a program to reach children 
in the community on weeknights. I was also impressed with “Fresh Expressions,” a Methodist Church outreach effort 
spreading through England doing church in different ways to reach teenagers and young adults where they live,       
including skateboard park churches, and “street pastors,” who are lay persons and clergy walking the streets of towns 
and cities at night, to share the love of Christ and offer assistance to youth/ young adults who are out on weekends.  
   One of the hardest realities for the churches that I served, was their low percentage of young adults, youth and  
children in worship. I was surprised to find such an active and vibrant group of what we call Baby Boomers, and  
seniors, who are striving to be the church of the 21st Century. Please don’t let anyone get away with saying         
Christianity is dead in Europe. They would be wrong. What we found instead, is dedicated Christians seeking to            
be the church in a culture that has the fingerprint of God all over it, but waning younger adult participation in the 
church. The church must articulate relevancy for these persons in England as well as the US and the world.  
   My prayer is for a blessing on the Queen (Elizabeth), a blessing on the prime minister (David Cameron) and             
Parliament, and a special blessing on the people and churches in England, that they may shine like stars in their  
culture and lift Christ (the light of the world) for all the world to see, witnessing  His power and His Way for Life 
abundantly. Thanks so much for the opportunity to go and serve the British Methodist Churches, and again for your 
wonderful hospitality and love for Rev. John Anderson and Mary, who have been with you for the past four weeks 
pastoring and preaching. We are thankful to be home and back in the United States of America.  

 

Joy and Peace ~ Rev. Thomas B. Wilkes III 
 

Q) Biggest difference between England (Middle) and the US  (South)?    A) The Weather! 
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FOR:  Patricia Roland’s Birthday 
Given By: Mike, Gail, Weston, & Taylor Faircloth 
  (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
 
FOR:  Bob Kirby 
Given By: Paul & Peggy Jones 
  (Designated: Building Fund)  

FOR:   Scott Snelgrove 
Given By:  Raymond & Rebecca Wise 
   Robert & Lila Knight  
   (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
 
FOR:   Scott Snelgrove 
Given By:  Sid & Eva Hawkins 
   (Designated: Parking Lot Fund)  
 
 
FOR:   Annie Lou Gunter 
Given By:  Edwin & Sybil Roland 
   J.Hugh Gunter Family 
   (Bobby & Jean; Mickie  
                                        & Gerald; Reggie & Bonnie) 
   (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
 
FOR:   Charlene Ball (Sarita’s Sister) 
Given By:  C.M. & Jo Miller 
   (Designated:  Building Fund) 
 
 
FOR:   Willie Kyzer 
Given By:  Jerrolyn Hall 
   (Designated:  Cemetery Fund) 
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01 - Cotton Wilson 
01 - Amy Brewer 
02 - Autumn Brewer 
02 - Jeanette Altman 
02 - Nancy Padgett 
02 - Julie Waters 
03 - Nancy Azzara 
03 - James Snelgrove 
03 - Bill Barrier 
03 - Bob Barrier 
03 - Patsy Taylor 
05 - Barbi Barrier 
05 - Tammy Weathersby 
06 - Dalton Bazzle 
06 - Erline Kyzer 
06 - T.J. Crolley 
06 - Jim Spence 
07 - Eric Kyzer 
08 - Casey S. Hart 
12 - Sharon Willis 
12 - Victoria Taylor 
12 - Bridgett L. Miller 
13 - Lauren Barton 
13 - Tommy Arant 
14 - Cindi Crolley 

15 - Carolyn Lorick 
16 - Lisha Stewart 
17 - Marlene Tanner 
17 - Rob Hutchings 
18 - Mary Harbour 
18 - Austin Hucks 
19 - Valerie Kennedy 
20 - Matt Gunter 
20 - Lydia Wilkes 
21 - Todd Keisler 
21 - Austin Hernandez 
22 - Cindy Harmon 
22 - Caroline Hutchings 
23 - J.D. Gable 
23 - Brandon Lambert 
24 - John Childers 
25 - Brooke Lown 
25 - Jessica Tindall 
26 - Julia Wagoner 
27 - Austin Hernandez 
27 - Helene Dove 
27 - Barbie Barrier 
29 - Amanda Kyzer 
29 - Jennifer Huffines 
30 - Madison Snelgrove 

04 - Cheryl & Greg Smith 
04 - Kevin & Amy Oliver 
08 - Jack & Marlene Tanner 
08 - Cecilia & David Black 
11 - Chris & Joy Snelgrove 
14 - Darry & Carol Waits 
15 - Jim & Dea Cox 
16 - Ron & Lorre Liljegren 
21 - Glenn & Alison Crosby 
23 - Jeff & Stephanie Pierce 
23 - Luther & Teresa Lown 
24 - Russell & Pearle Ethridge 
30 - John & Ruth Sease 
30 - Jerry & Freida Snelgrove  
30 - Jay & Lisa Hill 

�
���������	
�

�
�
������1
	�����
4�������1
	�
�������
����4�

�
�������(���)����*+,����
�����	
���

,���������
���������������	����
�
��������
	����	���������������������
���������

��������	
����������������	�������������
������	���9�����

���	
������	���	������

���������������,����������������	�����	����	�����B� ����
���
�	��,������������	���������,���������,	��
��������

�
8	��������������
����
�����������������	
���������� 	
��������
�	��	
����
��������
�������

	���	
��	������������= �
	���
L
����	���������	
�������������������	����������
�� ��	
��

G)��
����
���A		�H��
	������	
����������6��
	������ ����
3
����	�����������������������	
���
�
������	���	
� �	�
		���

��������������������	

��
�����	�������	
��.	���'�� ���
��
����������������������������	��1�������
���
��
� ���� �

�	��������
		�����������
������

����

�	
��������� ��������
��������
���


�����	�������
���������
�����

�����
��	�!�������������������
���
����	��������	
� �������

�
����
�
���
���	�
���

�
�����	�����
���
����

�

�

��

�����������	
������

�
�����������
����

����������
���

��������	
������� ��



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

   1 
Family            
Fellowship Meal  
- see Sept. 11th -  
 

Choir - 6:30pm 
 
 

2 
TOPS -5:45pm 
 

 
 

3 4 

5 
Services: 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School -10 
 

Labor Day  
Observance  
@ RBUMC 

 
 

 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Office Closed - 

7 
Admin Council 
@ 6:24pm 
 
Friendship        
Circle @ 7pm 
 
Girl Scouts-6p 
Cub Scouts-6:30p 

8 
Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 
KAF & SSK  
@ 6:30pm 
 

PUSH Kick-off 
6:30-8:30pm 
 

Choir - 6:30p 

9   
TOPS-5:45pm 
 
 
 

 

10 
 

11 
UM Men’s  

5-7pm 

12 
Grandparents Day 

 

Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 
 

MYF - 4pm 
Maker’s Dozen  

@ 5:15pm 
 

Music & Word  
Service @ 6:30pm 

“Patriot Day”   

13 
Blood Drive 
3-8pm - FH 
 
Margaret Jett 
Circle @ 7pm 
(JKH classroom) 

14 
Girl Scouts-6p 
Cub Scouts-6:30p 

15 
Choir - 6:30p 
 
KAF @ 5:45pm 
SSK & PUSH  
@ 6:30pm 

16 
TOPS-5:45pm 
 

Quilter’s @ 6pm 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
Services: 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School 10 
 
 

MYF - 4pm 
Maker’s Dozen  

@ 5:15pm 

20 
Faith Friends  
@ 9am 

21 

Girl Scouts-6p 
Cub Scouts-6:30p 
 
 

22   
LICS Volunteer 

Day 
 

Men’s Morning 
Study - 6am 
 

Choir - 6:30pm 
 

KAF @ 5:45pm 
SSK & PUSH  
@ 6:30pm 

23 
TOPS -5:45pm 
 
 

1st day  
of Autumn  

24 
 

25 
 

26   
Services 8:50 & 11 
Sunday School-10 

 

MYF - 4pm 
Maker’s Dozen  

@ 5:15pm 
 

Contemporary     
Evening Services         
@ 6:30pm 
 

27 
UM Men @ 7pm 

28 
Golden Agers  
@ O’Charley’s 
@ 11:30am 
 

Girl Scouts-6p 
Cub Scouts - FH 
@ 6:30pm 
 
Trustees @ 7pm 

29 
Choir - 6:30pm 
 
KAF @ 5:45pm 
SSK & PUSH  
@ 6:30pm 

30 
Quilter’s @ 6pm 
(JKH classroom) 
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Men’s Emmaus Fall Walk 09/30 to 10/03 

Barrier ~ Bearden  
Wedding 



Acolytes - 11:00  
 
05  Corey Waits 
12  Robert Pace 
19  Lydia Wilkes 
26  Marguerite Azzara 
 
Greeters - 11:00  
 
05  Pat Fetner & Bob Kirby   
12  Shelia & Bob Barrier 
19  Chris & Lori Swinson 
26  Mike & June Kinzie 
 
Lay Reader - 11:00  
 
05  Margaret Boggess 
12  Meg Wilkes 
19  John D. Sease 
26  Amy Oliver 
 
Ushers - 11:00  
 
Al Chalmers 
John Sease 
Eddie Fox 
Frank Goff 

September 
 

Volunteer Worship Schedule 
 

Please volunteer!! We would love to have your help! ! 
 

Contact Alison in the office at 359-4031 
or email rbmsalison@windstream.net 

Acolytes - 8:50  
 
05  Cooper Cole 
12  Tyler Tindall 
19  Zachary Bazzle 
26  Emma Cole 
 
Greeters - 8:50  
 
05  Terri & Scott Cole 
12  Lonnie & Suzette Winkler 
19  Kathy Lybrand  
      & Gloria Clingan  
26  Bob & Nancy Taylor 
 
Lay Reader - 8:50  
 
05  Robert Sox 
12  Marlene Tanner 
19  Lonnie Winkler 
26  Kathy Lybrand 
 
Ushers - 8:50  
 
Kyle & Tara Craigo 
 
Infant Nursery - 8:50  
 
Al & Lorice Chalmers 

Infant Nursery  - 11:00  
 

05  Veronica Burkett  
      & Volunteer Needed 
12  Keith & Lisa Busbee  
19  Donna Roland  
      & Nancy Black 
25  Pat Fetner  
      & Volunteer Needed 
 
Toddler Nursery - 11:00  
 

05  John & Kendra Hucks 
12  Scott & Amy Brewer 
19  Bunnie Jeffcoat  
      & Mary Lou Arant 
26  Amy Oliver  
      & Kim Kimbrell  
 
Trustee on Call  
 

Sharon Willis  

Children’s Time - 11:00  
 
05  Helene Dove 
12  Mo Reese 
19  Angi Barton 
26  Casey Hart  
 
Toddler Nursery - 8:50  
 
On Call:   
Anna & Bill Barrier 
 
A/V Team 
 
05  Gerry Scheppmann 
12  Sarah Kyzer 
19  Gerry Scheppmann 
26  Sarah Kyzer 
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05 - Mrs. Mary Lou Arant & Mrs. Edrie Berry in memory of  
       Mr. & Mrs. D.H. Berry and Mr. & Mrs. James Way 
 
12 - Chris and Angie Berry in honor of our beautiful children,  
       Maddie, Eva and in honor of Eva’s birthday - Sept. 14th. 
 
19 - Bob & Shelia Barrier in honor of the marriage of  
        Mr. & Mrs. Britt and Blair Bearden ~ September 18, 2010 
 
26 - The Hall Family in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Grover Hall 
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  This month LICS is requesting the following items  
     to help our neighbors in need: 

 

    05 - Breakfast Foods (Grits, Pancake/Muffin Mix) 
    12 - Canned Fruits & Pork & Beans 
    19 - Peanut Butter & Jelly 
    26 - Canned Meats, soups, stews 
     
                            

 Always needed -  Pancake mix, sugar, coffee, tea,  
kool-aid, toilet paper, & other household staples 

And of course……Volunteers! 
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